
One plastic tote - 34 quart 

23.98in W x 16.81in D x 6.6in H

Supplies

One plastic tote - 34 quart 23.98in W x 16.81in D x 6.6in H

Two plastic paper towel holders - 14in L x 3in W x 5in H

Four flat bolts with nuts -  #10-32 x 3/4 in

Two rolls paper towels - plus more for future use

Tools

Drill with 3/16 inch bit

Utility knife with new sharp blade

Ruler or measuring tape

Length of time to build: about 30 minutes

Two rolls 

Paper Towels

Four flat bolts

with nuts   

#10-32 x 3/4 in

Two plastic paper towel holders 

 14in L x 3in W x 5in H

How to build a field box for paper towels 

What you need:

This is a set of instructions for building a paper towel dispenser for use in the field. You can use any

size of container you prefer, just be sure that the paper towel holders will fit into the container and

that the height of the container will accommodate the size of the paper towel roll you will use. This

box is also not water proof, there are likely some minor modifications that could make it water proof. 



5 in
ch

es

3 inches

1 1/2 in wide x 12 in long

 1.  Fasten paper towel holders inside tote.   

a.  Place paper towel holder inside tote approximately 4

inches from the end. 

b.  Drill hole through fastener hole in holder.

c.  Insert bolt from bottom and fasten nut from the inside so

that flat head of the bolt is on the outside bottom of the

container. 

d.  Repeat step c for fastening second bolt on paper towel

holder number one.

e.  Fasten second paper towel holder inside tote repeating

steps a - d. 

2.  Cut holes in lid of the container for paper towels

to pass through. 

a.  Draw guidelines of the hole for the paper towels in

the lid of the container: Measure 5 inches from the

short edge of the plastic box and 2 1/2 inches from the

long edge to create a rectangle that is 1 1/2 inches wide

and 12 inches long on the top of the lid.

b.  Using a utility knife, cut the hole for the paper

towels but using the rectangle you made as a guide. 

c.  Repeat steps a and b to create another hole on the

opposite side of the box for the second roll of paper

towels. 

d.  You should now have two long rectangles cut out of

the top of the lid. 

Instructions:

3.  Finish the box. 

a.  Remove lid and place a roll of paper towels on each

of the holders. 

b.  Replace lid and pull paper towels through each hole

in top of the lid.  

 You now have a field ready paper towel holder box to

use at your field handwashing stations! This box can be

strapped down or bolted to your handwashing station.
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